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meditation, but BrahmS, the personal product of the purely spiritual
Brahma when overshadowed by Illusion, could become a popular primeval
male god. In alliance with Vishnu, the preserver, and Rudra-Siva, the
dissolver, and reproducer Brahma, is the first of the Hindu triad—the
7'ri-murti. Each of these gods has his spouse. Sarasvati, the goddess of
wisdom and science, a fair young ^vormtn with four arms, is the wife of'
Brahma. Lakshmi or Sri "is th«* wife of Vishnu. Parvati is the wife of
t&va. Ganess. (the elephant-heudod. and four-armed god of wisdom), and
Kitrtikiya, the nar jrod, are hoih» of Siva. The gods have material bodies, but
of an ethereal character.
The need for ji mythology •u as also met by portions of the re-incarnations
of Vishnu's essence in Krishna, and Kama, and other popular heroes. Jugan-
nath, so familiar to English readers by the tales told of his car at Puri, is in
tradition an*appearance of Vishnu himself, but is perhaps in origin a local god
who has successfully invaded the pantheon of the orthodox.
. 4. Hinduism. The leading feature is that it subordinates the worship of
the Spirit Brahma or its first manifestation Brahma to that of either Vishnu
or Siva, or their -Rives or particular forms. Of the worship of Siva and Kali
something will be said in our chapter on Kalighat. * ""What is styled Hin-
duism," writes Mr. \V. E. Slater, ' is a vague eclecticism, the amalgam of
all the religions ideas and osaqed of the past; the sum total of manifold shades
of belief, and still more, in the present day, of rigid caste laws and accumulated
customs, for its one changeless feature is its social order, and wherever caste
is, Hinduism exists. We" rannot properly speak of the religion of India any
more than we can speak of India as a country. It is not a political name, hut
only a geographical expression, marking the territory of many nations and
languages. So almost every phrase of religious thought and philosophical
speculation bus been reprinted in India." Higher Hinduism in Rela-
tion to Christianity.
On leaving the long architectural gallery, we pass
to the left into the gallery containing what, from the
Natural History point of view, may well be described as
the pride of the Indian Museum—its splendid collection
of invertebrates. We pass from ancient philosophical
speculations as to the origin and meaning of life to the mod-
em scientist's analysis of its processes. For some years past
the Museum has had the good fortune to have its Superin--
tendent one of the most learned of Marine Zoologists—
Major A. Alcock, ll.d., p.r.s., lm.s. Under his able
administration, this wealthy collection has been most ad-
mirably arranged, and the specimens are so clearly indi-
cated by labels that even the merest laymen in mat-
ters biological cannot fail to be inspired with an interest
in what he might perhaps have been inclined to regard as
a very dull subject. Major Alcock was for some years the
Surgeon Naturalist on board the Investigator of the Marine
Survey of India, and those who have read his fascinating
book, A Naturalist in Indian Seas, will be able to spend

